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The Sundarbans  
²ƻǊƭŘΩǎ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ōƭƻŎƪ ƻŦ ƳŀƴƎǊƻǾŜǎ ŎƻƳǇǊƛǎƛƴƎ ŀ ǘƻǘŀƭ 

area of 10000 square kilometres placed in between 
Bangladesh and India   

 
 

 



Sundarbans provides multiple resources 

 

Source: Baten & Selim, 2011 



Traditional Resource Communities of 
Sundarbans  

3.5 million people directly or 
indirectly depend on the 
Sundarbans for livelihood 

¸ Bawali (Wood Cutter and 
Nypa Palm collector) 

¸ Mouwali (Honey Collector) 
¸ Jele (Fisher man) 
¸ Chunari (Snail and Oyster 

Collector) 
¸ Prawn fry collector 
¸ Crab farmer 
¸ Small scale honey and 

timber businessman 
 



Vulnerability to Climate Change 

 

ÅSea level rise (28 cm sea level rise by 
2070 & 40 cm by 2100 -IPCC 4AR)  
ï  A rise of 40cm may inundate 11-17% of land in coastal areas. 

ï40 cm SLR would submerge two-thirds of the Sundarban 

 

ÅCyclones (Sidr in 2007, Aila 2009) 

 

ÅSalinity Intrusion 
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