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Introduction  

ÂHani terraced fields mainly distributed in 
southern part of Yunnan Province, along Ailao 
Mountain, Yuanjiang River Basin, covered an 
area of 40,000 ha. It was co-created by native 
Hani and Yi People as well as other people from 
various groups, enjoys a history dating back to 
1,300 years ago. The terraced paddy fields are 
built on the slopes with elevation ranges from 
144m to 2,000m, with gradient between 15° ͘
75° . 









Introduction  

Â An most severest drought during the past 60 years took 

place in southwest part of China in early 2010, maybe 

due to the negative affect of climate change. The total 

amount of precipitation is under 50% of normal year, 

some region even under 30% or less. Water supply 

from major rivers decreased 30%-80%. It seriously 

affected agricultural production of this areas , totally 

5.03 million ha, of which 1.12 million ha have no 

harvest, losing 3.76 billion USD. 

Â But, CCTV report that Hani terraced fields only 

slightly affected by the drought, a significant news. 


