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About Us and Our Missions
ÅBioversity International: undertakes, encourages and 

supports research and related activities on the use and conservation of 
agricultural biodiversity, especially genetic resources, to create more 
productive, resilient and sustainable harvests.

ÅUnited Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) :  
provides leadership and encourages partnership in caring for the 
environment by inspiring, informing, and enabling nations and peoples to 
improve their quality of life without compromising that of the future 
generations. 

ÅWorld Agroforestry Centre (ICRAF) : generates science-

based knowledge on the diverse roles that trees play in rural transformation in 
the developing world where smallholder households strategically increase their 
use of trees in agricultural landscapes to improve their food security, nutrition, 
income, health, shelter, energy resources and environmental sustainability. 



TheSatoyama Initiative

Socio-ecological production landscapes (SEPLs) : 

Pool for biodiversity and many ecosystem services ;

Exist in many regions of the world;  and,

Threatened in many places.

TheSatoyama Initiative aims to

(a) Enhance understanding and raise awareness of 

the importance of SEPLs.

(b) Support and expand SEPLs, build on  activities in (a) 
above.



Socio-ecological production 
landscapes (SEPLs)

Dynamic mosaics of habitats and land uses that have been shaped 
over the years by the interactions between people and nature. If 
managed effectively, they are beneficial to maintain biodiversity 
and ecosystem services .



SEPLs Case 
West Java, Indonesia

West Java is highly 
populated, and most 
land is cultivated to 
rice on paddy fields, 
agroforestry, and  
forests. These 
landscapes reduce  
soil erosion, control 
water flow, while 
providing fruits,

fuel, and livelihood

elements.  



SEPLs Case 
Mt. Kilimanjaro Region, Tanzania

Chagga communities 
have practiced

complex agroforestry 
for centuries, 
providing key eco-
system services to 
protect critical 
watersheds and 
biodiversity on Mt. 
Kilimanjaro, which is 
recently under threat 
of climate change.  



SEPLs Case 
Kitui District, Kenya

Communities grow a 
wide variety of crops 
fruit and traditional 
vegetables in a mixed 
landscape 
contributing to 
dietary  
diversification, 
providing income 
opportunities and 
resilience in the face 
of change.



Diversity in home gardens

In 36 Cuban home 
gardens there were:

Å101 plant families

Å362 genera

Å591 species

ÅAs much lima bean 
genetic diversity as 

in the ex situ
genebank

(Castineiras et al.)L

SEPLs Case
Home Gardens, Cuba  


